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INTRODUCTION

TheArabianPeninsulaistheworld’slargestpeninsulaby
area,covering3.2millionsquarekilometers.Itwasformed
between56and23millionyearsago,followingtheriftingof
theRedSea.Geographically,thepeninsulacanbereferredto
asArabianSubcontinentsinceitliesonitstectonicplate,
knownastheArabianplate.TheArabianPeninsulaislocated
inWesternAsia.Itisborderedtothesouthwestandwestby
theRedSea,northeastbythe,eastbytheGulfofOmanand
StraitofHormuz,andsouthwestbytheArabianSea.Itisalso
borderedbytheSomaliSea,GuardafuiChannel,andGulfof
Edentothesouth.Thepeninsulaislocatednortheastofthe
AfricacontinentandseparatedfromthecontinentbytheBeb-
el-MandebStrait.

TheinhabitantsoftheArabianPeninsulaspokeArabic,which
isconsideredthemostancientoftheSemiticlanguages;the
oldestdiscoveredinscriptionswritteninArabicdatebackto
thefourthGregoriancentury.Therewasanactiveverbal
literarymovementinpoetryandprosethatwasaccompanied
byanothermovementofcriticism forspeechesandpoems
thatwererecitedintheMarketsofJaahiliyyah(‘Ukaath,Al-
Mirbad,Mijannah,etal).Thesemeetingsassistedinuniting
thelanguageoftheArabsasthelanguageoftheQuraysh,
whichwasalsothelanguagetheQuranwasrevealedin.
Therefore,alltheArabswereabletounderstandtheQuranas
theirlanguagesanddialectswereverysimilar.Theirpoetry
andspeechespriortotheadventofIslam demonstratehow
eloquentandlinguisticallytalentedtheywere.Thisproves
thattheirliteraturewashighlydeveloped,somethingthat
pavedthewayforthemiracleoftheQuran,whichchallenged
themintheverydisciplineinwhichtheyexcelled.TheQuran
succeededinunitingtheArabswithregardtolanguage,forit
wasthefirstbookwritteninArabicintheirhistoryaftertheir
literaryscripts.

ItisimportanttonotethattheArabswerenotaffectedby
GreekphilosophiesorRomanLawsanddidnothavecomplex
schoolsofthought.Therefore,theywerereadytoreceivethe
messageofIslam andconveyitinitsoriginalpuritywithout
beinginfluencedbyanyforeignideas.Thiswas,infact,oneof
theconditionsthatwerepreparedbyAllahTheAlmightyto
enabletheArabstobereadytoreceivethemessageofIslam.



TheArabianPeninsulaisconsideredadesert.Itconsistsof
sand,rocks,andhaslittletonovegation.Oasesdotthe
interiorwithvegetationspringinguparoundthem.Overall,
thegeographyofthepeninsulaisviewedbypeoplehasbeing
theoneoftheharshestintheworld.

ThepeopleoftheArabian PenisulapriortoIslam were
commonlycalledBedoiuns.TheseBedoiunscarvedalivingas
beingnomadictradersandherders.Theytraveledfromoasis
tooasistradinggoodsandraisinggoatsastheytraveled.The
Bedouinslivedinaclan,thentribesetting.Theirleaderswere
addressedwithtitleslikeSHEIKS,REIS,RAB,EMIRorSAYYID
similartoachieftainTheirliveswerefullofconflictswith
neighboringtribes.Lifeingeneralwasverydangerousand
roughforthepeoplelivingonthepeninsula.

Regardingthefemalegender,Arabiawasamale-dominated
society.Womenhadnostatusofanykindotherthanassex
objects.They were deprived ofinheritance and when
capturedduringwars,areforcedintoprostitutiontomake
gainsforhermastersorusedforcefullybythemen.

SocialConditionsofArabiaBeforeIslam

Arabiawasamale-dominatedsociety.Womenhadnostatus
ofanykindotherthanassexobjects.Thenumberofwomena
mancouldmarrywasnotfixed.Whenamandied,hisson
“inherited”allhiswivesexcepthisownmother.

AWoman,Inthesightofmanytribes,wasjustliketrash.She
wasinherited.Herhusband'seldestsonfrom anotherwife
hadtherighttomarryherafterthedeathofhisfather,orat
leastobstinatelypreventherfrom marriage.However,Islam
cametoprohibitthis.Itwascustom thatasonwouldmarry
hisfather’swifeafterthelatter’sdeath,butAllah The
Almightyrevealed(whatmeans):

"Anddonotmarrythose[women]whom yourfathers
married,exceptwhathasalreadyoccurred.Indeed,it
wasanimmoralityandhateful[toAllah]andwasevilas
away."[Quran4:22].



However,itwasprohibitedamongtheArabstomarryone’s
ascendantslikemothers,descendantslikedaughters,the
father’sdescendantslikesisters,andthefirstdegreeofthe
grandfather’sdescendantslikematernalandpaternalaunts.

Itwastheircustomtohavegirls,womenandchildreninherit
nothingandtoonlygiveinheritancetothosewhogainedwar
bootyandtookpartinfighting(indefenseoftheirpeople).

Ontheotherhand,theArabswouldhumiliateoneanotheron
accountoffemales,foragirlwasnotsentouttofight,nordid
sheprotectthegroup(ofthetribe)from attackers,norwork
andearnmoneylikeaman,andifshewascapturedshe
wouldbetakenforsexualintercourseandmovedfrom one
persontoanother.Moreover,shemightbeforcedunder
compulsiontobeaprostituteinorderthathermasterwould
takeherearningsand add ittohiswealth,which was
permittedbytheArabsatthattime.Allofthatdevelopedfear,
stress,grief,and humiliation on thepartofthefather
wheneveragirlwasborntohim.TheQurantellsusaboutthe
stateofsuchpersonswhohadgirlsborntothem whereHe
Says(whatmeans):

"Andwhenoneofthem isinformedof[thebirthof]a
female,hisfacebecomesdark,andhesuppressesgrief.
Hehideshimselffrom thepeoplebecauseoftheillof
which he has been informed.Should he keep itin
humiliationorburyitintheground?Unquestionably,
eviliswhattheydecide."

[Quran16:58-59]

Sometribesalsorespectedwomenandtookherconsentin
thematterofhermarriage.ThefreeArabwomandisdained
toenableanyonetohavesexualintercoursewithherother
thanherhusbandwhowaslawfulforher.Shewasbraveand
wouldmarchbehindthewarriorsatthetimeofwarinorder
toencouragethem,andperhapseventakepartinthefighting
ifnecessary.TheArabBedouinwomanwouldtakepartwith
herhusbandinpasturingandwateringthecattle,spinning
thewool(ofanimals),andweavinggarments,mantlesand
coverings.She,also,preservedherchastity.

AsavagecustomoftheArabswastoburytheirfemaleinfants
alive.EvenifanArabdidnotwishtoburyhisdaughteralive,



hestillhadtoupholdthis“honorable”tradition,beingunable
toresistsocialpressures.

Drunkenness was a common vice ofthe Arabs.With
drunkennesswenttheirgambling.Theywerecompulsive
drinkersandcompulsivegamblers.Therelationsofthesexes
wereextremelyloose.Manywomensoldsextomaketheir
livingsincetherewaslittleelsetheycoulddo.Thesewomen
flew flagsontheirhouses,andwerecalled“ladiesofthe
flags”(dhat-er-rayyat).

In pre-islamicsociety,marriagewasnotregardedasan
institution thatguaranteedfamilylife.Thoughthemajor
methodofmarriagewasoneinwhichamanwouldmarrya
womanwhowasamemberofatribeandbranchequaltothe
man'stribeandhepaidadowry,manyotherdifferentforms
ofmarriageorrelationshipactuallyexistedasfollows;

1.Oneinwhichawomanwouldsleepwithanothermanwith
theconsentofherhusbandinothertohaveachild.

2. Oneinwhichawomanwouldlivewithamanashis
mistressandwillnotberegardedasanadulteressduetoher
independence.

3. Asituationwhereawomanwouldconcurrentlybeing
marriedtotendifferentmen.

4.WIFESWAPPING:asituationwheremenexchangedwives
oncasualbasis.

5.Asituationwhereinamandies,hissoninheritsallhis
father'swivesexcludinghismotherortwosistersmarrying
thesameman.

Divorcewaspracticedwithoutfixingalimitednumberof
divorces.Amanwoulddivorcehiswife,thentakeherback
thendivorceher,thentakeherback,andsoon,withoutend.
This custom remained in force even up to the early
beginningsofIslam;then,AllahTheAlmightyrevealed(what
means):{Divorceistwice.Then,eitherkeep[her]in an
acceptablemannerorrelease[her]withgoodtreatment.}
[Quran2:229]inthisway,Islamfixedthenumberofdivorces,
andgavethehusbandachancetoresolvethematterandtake
hiswifebacktwice.However,ifhepronouncedthethird
divorce,thetieofmarriagewouldbebrokeninthesensethat



shewouldnotbecomelawfulforhimtomarryunlessshehad
marriedanotherhusband(andthenhehaddivorcedher).
AllahTheAlmightySaysintheQuran(whatmeans):{Andif
hehasdivorcedher[forthethirdtime],thensheisnotlawful
tohim afterwarduntil[after]shemarriesahusbandother
thanhim.Andifthelatterhusbanddivorcesher[ordies],
thereisnoblameuponthewomanandherformerhusband
forreturningtoeachotheriftheythinkthattheycankeep
[within]theLimitsofAllah.}[Quran2:230]

Thihaarwasalsoaformofprohibition(ofawomanfromher
husband)likedivorce.Thistooktheform ofamansayingto
hiswife,“Youare[asunlawful]tomeasthebackofmy
mother.”Itwasaneternalprohibition.Itremainedassuch
untilIslam came and described itasan objectionable
statementandafalsehood,andmadeforthehusbandaway
outofitthroughmakinganexpiationforit,asshowninthe
versewhereAllahTheAlmightySays(whatmeans):{Those
whopronounceThihaaramongyou[toseparate]from their
wives-theyarenot[consequently]theirmothers.Their
mothersarenonebutthosewhogavebirthtothem.And
indeed,theyaresayinganobjectionablestatementanda
falsehood.Butindeed,AllahisPardoningandForgiving.And
thosewhopronounceThihaarfrom theirwivesandthen
[wishto]gobackonwhattheysaid-then[theremustbe]the
freeingofaslavebeforetheytouchoneanother.Thatiswhat
youareadmonishedthereby;andAllahisAcquaintedwith
whatyoudo.Andhewhodoesnotfind[aslave]-thenafast
fortwomonthsconsecutivelybeforetheytouchoneanother;
andhewhoisunable-thenthefeedingofsixtypoorpersons.
Thatisforyoutobelieve[completely]in AllahandHis
Messenger;andthosearethelimits[setby]Allah.Andforthe
disbelieversisapainfulpunishment.}[Quran58:2-4]

Men where regarded as the most important fighting
componentsofthetribesin theharshdesertconditions,
wheremanlinessandphysicalstrengthmeantagreatdeal.
MenwereconsideredSuperiortowomenandwomenwere
consideredaburden.Womeninpre-islamicArabiawere
deprivedoftherightofinheritance,theyhadzerosocial
status,theirparentalrightsovertheirchildrenweretaken
from them,infact,theyweregenerallyregardedassecond
classindividualswhoseonlymajorimportanceinafamily
weretogivebirthtochildrenandthus,everynewborngirl
wastreatedavaluelessmemberofthefamilyandthepre-
islamicArabianssaw noharm insentencingthesegirlsto
death.



Thoughitwasbelievedthatthemajorreasonsforkilling
youngfemaleswasduetotheharshdesertconditions,itis
obviousthatfemalesweredespised.

In asocietywhereBedouin men(also spelled Beduin,
Arabic Badawiand pluralBadw ,Arabic -speaking
nomadicpeoplesoftheMiddleEasterndeserts,especially
ofNorthAfrica,theArabianPeninsula,Egypt,Israel,
Iraq,Syria,andJordan.

MostBedouinsareanimalherderswhomigrateintothe
desertduringtherainywinterseasonandmoveback
towardthe

cultivatedlandinthedrysummermonths.Bedouintribes
have traditionally been classified according to the
animalspeciesthatarethebasisoftheirlivelihood.
Camelnomadsoccupyhugeterritoriesandareorganized
intolargetribesin theSahara,Syrian,and Arabian
deserts.Sheepandgoatnomadshavesmallerranges,
stayingmainlynearthecultivatedregionsofJordan,
Syria,andIraq.CattlenomadsarefoundchieflyinSouth
ArabiaandinSudan,wheretheyarecalledBaqqārah
(Baggara).HistoricallymanyBedouingroupsalsoraided
tradecaravansandvillagesatthemarginsofsettled
areasorextractedpaymentsfromsettledareasinreturn
forprotection.)passedtheirtimetalkingaboutwomenor
love,orsleepingbecauseoftheheat,manytaskfelltothe
womenduringtheday.Apartfrom dutiesofgivingbirthto
children,womenhadmanyotherresponsibilitiessuchas
preparing meals,milking the animals,washing clothes,
weavingmaterialsforground cloths,etc.However,in a
societywherethemeansofenlargingafamilywastoincrease
thenumberofmen,themajorresponsibilityofawomanwas
togivebirthtoboys.

POLITICALCONDITIONSOFARABIABEFOREISLAM

ThemostremarkablefeatureofthepoliticallifeofArabia
beforeIslamwasthetotalabsenceofpoliticalorganizationin
anyform.WiththeexceptionofYemeninthesouth-west,no
partoftheArabianpeninsulahadanygovernmentatany
time,andtheArabsneveracknowledgedanyauthorityother
thantheauthorityofthechiefsoftheirtribes.Theauthority



ofthetribalchiefs,however,rested,inmostcases,ontheir
character and personality,and wasmoralrather than
political.

Themodernstudentofhistoryfindsitincrediblethatthe
Arabs lived,generation after generation,century after
century,withoutagovernmentofanykind.Sincetherewas
nogovernment,therewasnolawandnoorder.Theonlylaw
oftheland waslawlessness.In theeventacrimewas
committed,theinjuredpartytooklawinitsownhands,and
triedtoadminister“justice”totheoffender.Thissystem led
veryfrequentlytoactsofhorrendouscruelty.IftheArabever
exercisedanymodicumofrestraint,itwasnotbecauseofany
susceptibilityhehadtoquestionsofrightorwrongbut
becauseofthefearofprovokingreprisalsandvendetta.
VendettaconsumedwholegenerationsofArabs.Sincethere
werenosuchthingsaspolice,courtsorjudges,theonly
protectionamancouldfindfromhisenemies,wasinhisown
tribe.Thetribehadanobligationtoprotectitsmemberseven
iftheyhadcommittedcrimes.Tribalismor‘asabiyya(theclan
spirit)tookprecedenceoverethics.A tribethatfailedto
protectitsmembersfrom theirenemies,exposeditselfto
ridicule,obloquyandcontempt.Ethics,ofcourse,didnot
enterthepictureanywhere.SinceArabiadid nothavea
government,andsincetheArabswereanarchistsbyinstinct,
theywerelockedupinceaselesswarfare.

WarwasapermanentinstitutionoftheArabiansociety.The
desertcouldsupportonlyalimitednumberofpeople,andthe
stateofinter-tribalwarmaintainedarigidcontroloverthe
growthofpopulation.ButtheArabsthemselvesdidnotsee
warinthislight.Tothem,warwasapastimeorrathera
dangeroussport,oraspeciesoftribaldrama,wagedby
professionals,accordingtooldandgallantcodes,whilethe
“audience”cheered.Eternalpeaceheldnoappealforthem,
andwarprovidedanescapefrom drudgeryandfrom the
monotonyoflifeinthedesert.

They,therefore,courtedtheexcitementoftheclashofarms.
Wargavethem anopportunitytodisplayseveraloftheir
skillsatarchery,fencingandhorsemanship,andalso,inwar,
theycoulddistinguishthemselvesbytheirheroismandatthe
sametimewingloryandhonorfortheirtribes.warswere
meansofacquiringfameandgloryandInmanycases,the



Arabsfoughtforthesakeoffighting,whetherornotthere
wasacausebelli.DuringtheJaahiliyyah,theArabswould
attackandkilloneanotherforthemosttrivialofreasons.
Warsamongthem wouldcontinueformanyyears,inwhich
themenwouldbekilledandthewomenandchildrentaken
captive.

OneofthesewarsistheDayofBasoos,onwhichwarbroke
outbetweenthetwotribesBakrandTaghlibbecauseofashe-
camelbelongingtoAl-Jirmiyy,aneighborofAl-Basoosbint
Munqith,thematernalauntofJassaasbinMurrah.Kulayb,
thechiefofthetribeofTaghlib,hadassignedaprotectedzone
forhiscamels.Whenhesawthisshe-cameltherein,hekilled
it.Al-JirmiyyandAl-Basooswereupsetatthis,andsowhen
Jassaaswitnessedthis,hewatchedforthesuitablemomentto
killKulayb,andthendidso.Thereafter,destructivewars
brokeoutbetweenthetwotribesandcontinuedforforty
years.

AnotherwastheWarofDaahisandal-Ghabraa’,whichlasted
forfortyyears.Warbrokeoutbecauseofahorserace
betweenDaahis,astallionbelongingtoQaysbinZuhayr,and
Al-Ghabraa’,amarebelongingtoHuthayfahbinBadr.The
latterencouragedamantostandinavalleyinorderto
obstructDaahisin caseitpreceded Al-Ghabraa’.Hedid
accordingly,andslappedthehorseuntilhecausedittofall
intowater,withtheresultthatAl-Ghabraa’wontherace.
Thateventledtokillingandretaliationfrom bothsides,and
warbrokeoutbetweenbothtribesof‘AbsandThibyaan.

G.E.Grunebaumsaid;

“InthecenturybeforetheriseofIslam thetribesdissipated
alltheirenergiesintribalguerrillafighting,allagainstall.”
(ClassicalIslam–AHistory600-1258–1970).

Thenomadictribesrangedoverthepeninsulaandplundered
thecaravansandthesmallsettlements.Manycaravansand
villagesboughtimmunityfrom theseraidsbypayingafixed
amountofmoneytothenomadicfreebooters.Itisimportant
tograspthefactthatontheeveofthebirthofIslam there
wasnogovernmentatanylevelinArabia,andthisfactmay
evenhaveaffectedtheriseofIslamitself.Thetotalabsenceof



government,even in itsmostrudimentaryform,wasa
phenomenonsoextraordinarythatithasbeennotedand
commenteduponbymanyorientalists,amongthem:

MaximeRodinsonobservedthat;

“Manslaughtercarried severe penaltiesaccording to the
unwrittenlawofthedesert.InpracticethefreeArabswere
boundbynowrittencodeoflaw,andnostateexistedto
enforceitsstatuteswiththebackingofapoliceforce.The
onlyprotectionforaman'slifewasthecertaintyestablished
bycustom,thatitwouldbedearlybought.Bloodforblood
andalifeforalife.Thevendetta,tha'rinArabic,isoneofthe
pillarsofBedouinsociety.”(Mohammed,1971).

Themoreimportanttribesexercisedacertainamountof
authorityintheirrespectiveareas.InMakkahthedominant
tribewastheQuraysh;inYathrib,thedominanttribeswere
theArabtribesofAusandKhazraj,andtheJewishtribesof
Nadheer,QaynuqaaandQurayza.TheQurayshofMakkah
consideredthemselvessuperiortotheBedouinsbutthelatter
hadonlycontemptforthetown-dwellerswhoforthem were
onlya“nationofshopkeepers.”

AllArabswerenotoriousforcertaincharacteristicssuchas
arrogance,conceit,boastfulness,vindictivenessandexcessive
loveofplunder.Theirarrogancewaspartlyresponsiblefor
theirfailuretoestablishastateoftheirown.Theylacked
politicaldiscipline,and untilthe rise ofIslam,never
acknowledgedanyauthorityasparamountinArabia.They
acknowledgedtheauthorityofamanwholedthem intoa
foraybuthecouldcommandtheirobedienceonlyiftheyhad
anassuranceofreceivingafairshareofthebooty,andhis
authoritylapsedassoonastheexpeditionwasover.

Theleaderhadnopowerofsanction,theyweremajorly
responsiblefor;

1.Managingtribalmeetings.

2.Representingtheirtribesinrelationstoothertribes.

3.Issuingdeclarationsofwar.



4.Commandingthearmyduringwar.

5.Sharingoutlootsandsoon.

MattersconcerningjusticewerehandledbyARBITRATORSin
Bedouin sociallife.failure to obey the decision ofthe
Arbitratorsledtoexpulsionfromthetribe.butmattersofthe
tribewerehandled by theMELA ASSEMBLY (TheMela
assemblywastheonlyadministrativeassemblyinMECCAand
wasmadeupofleadersandprominentfiguresofvarioustribes.
Thisassemblytookdecisionunanimouslyafterdiscussingthe
mattersandthosedecisionswereregardedaseffective,but
despitethis,theyhadnoexecutivepower.Thisassemblywas
responsibleforhandlingmattersofthetribeanddeciding
punishmentsandrewards).

EconomicConditionsinArabiabeforeIslam.

PreIslamicArabiaalsoknown astheJaahiliyyahperiod
lastedforapproximately6centuriesfrom theelevationof
prophetIsatillthespreadingofIslam bythelastprophet
Muhammad(s).DuringthattimetheArabsweredividedinto
thecityandthedesertdwellers.Thefollowingwillelaborate
ontheeconomyoftheArabsofthattime.Duringthatperiod
the economy was divided into different aspects like
agriculture,industries,markets,tradeanddifferentwaysof
funds.

Economically,theJewsweretheleadersofArabia.Theywere
theownersofthebestarablelandsinHijaz,andtheywere
the bestfarmers in the country.They were also the
entrepreneursofsuchindustriesasexistedinArabiainthose
days,and they enjoyed a monopoly ofthe armaments
industry.

SlaverywasaneconomicinstitutionoftheArabs.Maleand
femaleslavesweresoldandboughtlikeanimals,andthey
formedthemostdepressedclassoftheArabiansociety.The
mostpowerfulclassoftheArabswasmadeup bythe
capitalistsandmoney-lenders.Theratesofinterestwhich
theychargedonloanswereexorbitant,andwereespecially
designedtomakethem richerandricher,andtheborrowers



poorerandpoorer.

ThemostimportanturbancentersofArabiawereMakkah
andYathrib,bothinHijaz.ThecitizensofMakkahwere
mostly merchants, traders and money-lenders. Their
caravanstraveledinsummertoSyriaandinwintertoYemen.
TheyalsotraveledtoBahrainintheeastandtoIraqinthe
northeast.Thecaravantradewasbasictotheeconomyof
Makkah,anditsorganizationcalledforconsiderableskill,
experienceandability.

1.Attheoutset,ontheagriculturalsector,thelandofMakkah
wasnotfertileandonlydateswereabletobecultivated.They
werethususedlocallybythelocalpeople.Thesedateswere
soldonthelocalmarketsavailableforthepeopleofMakkah.
However,thelandofMadinahandTa’ifwassomuchfertile
thatproductslikedates,grapes,barley,wheat,riceassuch
werecultivated.Theproducewassobeneficialthattheywere
usedbothlocallyandforexport.Theyweresoldinthelocal
marketsaswellasexportedtodifferentpartsoftheworld
suchasAfrica,Indiaandchina.Itisworthnotedthatthe
peopleofTa’ifwereexpertsintransplantation.Itisnarrated
thattherewerethosewhowereengagedinagricultureand
livestock.Itissaidthatiftheirlivestockaredestroyed,they
wouldreturntopalm-treesandagriculture.

2.Secondly,thecityofTa’ifwasknownastheindustrialcity
whereskinsofdeadanimalslikeoxen,sheep,goats,camels
andmanyothersweretransportedtherefortreatmentin
varioustanneriesandtheninindustriesfortheproductionof
bags,shoes,belts,luxuriesandfantasies.Theywerethussent
tothedifferentpartsofthecountryandtodifferentother
countriesasexportedgoods.Therewerethoseexpertsin
otherdomains.Theirexpertise wasnotlimited to the
industrialcity.Itissaidthattheprophet(s)andAbuBakr(r)
hiredAbdullahbinUraiqit(anon-muslim)asaguidetoleave
MakkahforMadinah.TherewasaPersianwhowasthe
neighbouroftheprophet(s)and hewasan expertin
preparationofsoup.Therewerethosewhowereexpertsin
horseridingandbeinganarcher.Therewerethoseexpertsin
tracingrelationship (child and parentetc)from physical
features.Therewerethosewhowereexpertsintracking
people.ItissaidthatKhabbab(r)wasanexpertblacksmith
duringJaahiliyyahperiod.



3.Furthermore,therewerethreekindsofmarketsinthe
maincitiesofHIjaz.ItissaidthatMajanna,DhulMajazand
‘UkazwerethemarketsofthepeopleofJaahiliyyah.The
“common”marketwasusedbyeachandeveryone.AllArabs
hadaccessthereinandtherewasnodiscrimination.The
“slave”marketwasmeantforthebuyingandsellingofslaves
andwasoccupiedbythemiddleclassandrichpeople.Access
tosuchmarketwaspossibleonlyifonewasabletobuyorsell
slaves.Thepoorpeoplewereexcluded.The“aristocrat”
marketwasmeantonlyfortherichwhereonlyluxurieswere
soldGoodsandservicesofhighqualitiesweresoldand
offeredthere.Allthesemarketswereownedbytherich
peopleofMakkahbuttheiremployeesorworkerswerefrom
themiddleorlow class.Theywouldworkhardforonlya
littleshareoftheprofit.Duringthattimetheywouldpractice
theManabadhah(itiswhenonesaysIwillthrowmygarment
andyouwillthrow yours,thentheywillbuyeachother’s
clothes)andMulamasah(itiswhenonewillsellhisgarment
againstanother’sgarmentlikeabartersystem).Theyprophet
(s)forbadethatpractice.

4.Moreover,therichArabswouldengageinbusinesswith
differentcountries.TheywouldtradewithChinaforluxuries,
Africaforcrafts,SyriaforcarpetandIndiaforspices.The
prophet(s)alsoencouraged ustotreatwith theIndian
incenseforithashealingforsevendiseases.Inreturnthey
wouldselltheirdates,leatherproducts,agriculturalproducts
andslavestothesecountries.Theywouldeitherengagein
barterandmonetarysystems.TheBedouinswouldfollowthe
sametrackifevertheyhadthemeanstodoso.Allthese
businesstradeswouldtakeplaceincaravans.TheArabs
wouldalsoengageinthebusinessofidols.Theyknew that
duringthemonth ofDhulHijjah therewould bemany
pilgrimswhowouldcomeforthepilgrimage.Theywould
carvedifferentmodelsofthe360idolspresentinandaround
thesanctuaryoftheKa’bah.Theywoulddealinsuchbusiness.
ItissaidthatthereweremerchantsdoingbusinessinShaam
thatisSyria,Palestine,LebanonandJordanatthattime.

5.Fifthly,thereweredifferentwaystheArabswouldfund
theirbusinessandbecomericherandricher.Levieswere
imposed on anyone,such astravellers,foreignersand
caravansforentering,stayingandleavingthecityofMakkah.
Anotherlevywouldbepaidforcateringfortheiranimalsand



belongings.Bribeswerecommonamongthemfor“progress”.
Anydesireforfavouritism wouldleadtobribes.Highrateof
interestwasimposedontheborrowers.Thelenderswere
mainlythechiefsofMakkahortheJews.Eachyearitwould
increasebyonehundredpercentandattheendofthethird
year,beginning the fourth year,the propertiesofthe
borrower would become the properties ofthe lender,
includingwifeandchildren.ItissaidthatUsuryinthe
Jaahiliyyahwasthatamanwouldgivealoantoamanfora
settermafterwhicheitheritwillbepaidorincreased.

CONCLUSION

Inpre-islamicArabiansocietywhichwasbasedonatribal
system ofpeoplebelievedtohavedescendedfrom thesame
fore-fathers.DuringtheAGEOFIGNORANCE,Arabianslived
with a collective consiousnessaspartofa tribe.They
developedtheirownconceptsofmoralityandvirtueasthey
triedtoadapttotheharshdesertconditions.Braveryand
strengthinbattle,patienceindisaster,insistenceinseeking
revengeetcetrawereallperceivedasvirtuesandpraised.

Theseplayedanimportantroleinincreasingcooperation.
Regardlessofthemaleharshtreatmentonfemalegender,the
fundamentalelementofunitywithintribeswassensitivityto
tribaltraditions,protectingtheweakandstandinguptothe
strong.


